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But Officials Insist Their Scope 
Is Limited and Not Aimed 
at Toppiing Sandinists 

By PfflUP TAUBMAN 

SpcdaltoThtHcw YortiTtaM* 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 — Tbe United 
Stfttes is siqyporting smaU-Bcale clan- 
destíne mUituy operations against 
Nicaragua intended to h&rass but not to 
overthrow the Nicaraguan Govem- 
ment, aenior Reagas Administration of- 
fiáals said today. 

Tbe offidals denied a report in News- 
week magarine that tbe Central InteUi-. 
gence Agency was trying by covertl 
means to toppie the leftist Govemment i 
inManagua. 

A secáor national security otficial in- 
sisted that the scope of ciandestine 
operations was limited to hit-and-run 
raids into Nicaragua by small paramili- 
taiy units based in Hooduras, sttirmi- 
sbes with Nicaraguan troops along the 
Honduran border , and finapdal support 
for poiitical oppooents of tbe Sandinist 
GovemmenL 

Tbe offidal said tbat no Americans 
were directly involved in tbe paramili- 
t&ry operatioos, but admowledged that 
tbe C.IAu was provkbng mooey and 
military equtp m ent to tbe units. He 
added that Americans were aiso belp- 
ing to train tbe anti-Sandinist íorces, 
which are made up primarily oí Nicara- 
guanrefugees. 

Witfain Umhs of Pian 

Tbe offidal eonteoded that the mili- 
tary and aid fell within the 

iimits of an overall plan for covert 
opera tiops in Central America ap- 
p rove d by President Reagan almost a 
yearago. 

The pi&n, parts of which were dis- 
closed in press accounts eariier this 
year, called for form&tion of a small 
paramilitary unit in Honduras to inter- 


gua, according to Administraticm offi- 
d&is. 

M We are not waging a secret war, or 
juaything approaching that/* & senior 
mteliigmce offid&l s&id. 4, What we are 
doing is trying to keep Managua off bal- 
ance and applypressure to stop provid- 
ing miiit&ry aia to tbe insurgents in £1 
S&lvmdor.” 

Admirüstratioo offidals reacted 
strangiy to assertions in Newsweek th&t 
tbe covert operations were “out of con- 
troV’ and tbat an ezpansion of the ac- 
tivities had been “improvised” by the 
American Ambassador in fionduras, 
John D. Negropocte. % 

Qeared Whb Washingtnn •«,. 

•'Negropocte, as tbe dtüef of mission, 
o ver ae es tbe operations, but nothing is 
dooe without dearing it in Washington 
ñrsiy” a aenior inteliigence offidal said. 

Some A dnüni stratiop offidals bave 
advocated a more ambitious effort 
against the Sanduüst Government, 
whicb aeized po wer in 1979 after over- 
tbrowing tfae Govermnent of Gen. Anas- 
tasio Somoza Defcajie. 

Btzt Mr. Reagan and otber top offi- 
dals reportedly rejected tbe use of 
greater forae partly because they con- 
sidered it potentialfy counterproductíve 
to overall Aznerican policy, and partly 
because intelligence offidals said that 
tbe C.IA. dkl not have adequate re- 
ftources to undertake a ma)or peramili- 
tary operaticxL 

Tbe result, spzne Administration offi- 
dais said, was a limited covert opera- 
tion, desxgned to stmg but not incapad- 
UtetbeSandfaüsts. 

Acccrrding to national security offi- 
dals, tbe clandestine military activities 
were to have been supervised primarily 
by A ig c ptin a, wiüch had orgazüzed 
anti-Sandinist paramilitary forces in 
HoDduras 18 mooths ago, before tbe 
American in v tüvemeot. 

lnitiaUy, Argentizxa did take the lead 
in supfüying and directing the units, 
which mzmber 2,000 to 4,000 men, dis- 
peraed in several camps aiong tbe Hon- 
duras-Nicaragua border, according to 
American offid&ls. But Argentine 
assist&nce waned after disputes devel- 
oped b et we e n Aznerican and Argentine 
advisers and after tbe United States 
supported Britain in its war with Argen- 
tina over tbe Faüdand Isl&nds, Admin- 
istration offidals said. 
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